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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 10, 2026 

 
Northeast Nebraska Telephone Company Announces Purchase 

 
Northeast Nebraska Telephone Company (NNTC) is proud to announce the purchase of WesTel Systems’ 
(Remsen, IA) portion of Hooper Telephone Company, pending required regulatory approvals. The company, 
formerly known as Hooper Telephone Company, serves the Nebraska communities of Hooper, Uehling, and 
Winslow, all located in Dodge County. 
 
WesTel Systems is a locally based, family-owned telecommunications company celebrating 100 years of 
service in 2026. Hooper Telephone Company was purchased by what was then West Iowa Telephone in 1943. 
While NNTC will assume ownership of the Nebraska operation, WesTel Systems will continue to serve the 
Iowa communities of Alton, Anita, Calumet, Kingsley, Marcus, Oyens, Quimby, Remsen, Sutherland, and 
Washta, and remains committed to investing in its Iowa fiber network, technology, and customer experience. 
The transaction applies only to WesTel Systems’ Nebraska operation; Iowa customers and service areas are 
not affected. 
 
“As we considered the future of our Nebraska operations, our highest priority was finding the right 
organization to continue serving the customers and communities of Hooper, Uehling, and Winslow,” said 
Kristine Mohning, General Manager of WesTel Systems. “NNTC has a long history of serving rural Nebraska 
communities and shares our commitment to reliable service, local customer support, and community 
investment. We are confident they are the right organization to carry forward the tradition of service Hooper 
Telephone Company customers have relied on for more than 80 years.” 
 
NNTC officials understand the important role small telecommunications companies play in the communities 
they serve and are committed to upholding the outstanding service and community support WesTel Systems 
has provided to Hooper, Uehling, and Winslow since 1943. 
 
“Whenever a telecommunications company changes hands, we understand that customers naturally have 
questions about what that means for them,” said Pat McElroy, NNTC General Manager. “Our goal is to make 
this transition as seamless as possible. Customers in Hooper, Uehling and Winslow can expect services to 
remain the same. Just as importantly, we’re committed to becoming part of these communities and providing 
the same kind of reliable service and local support that customers have come to expect with WesTel Systems,” 
he said. 
 
WesTel Systems and NNTC share many similarities as locally owned telecommunications companies. Both are 
members of the NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association and are Gig-capable providers carrying the Smart 
Rural Community designation. Both companies are also members of the Nebraska Telecommunications 
Association (NTA) and provide 100% fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) service. 
 
Once the required regulatory approvals are received, NNTC will officially assume ownership of the Hooper 
Telephone Nebraska operation 30 days later. The transaction is expected to be completed later this fall. 
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### 

About NNTC: 
Northeast Nebraska Telephone Company is a telephone, internet and television service provider headquartered 
in Jackson, NE.  NNTC serves 30 communities throughout 24 counties in northeast Nebraska.  Founded in 1955, 
NNTC is one of Nebraska’s first telephone cooperatives providing fiber service to 100% of its customers.   
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